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The Retired Educator

Message FROM THE PRESIDENT  
Greetings Members! 

I was thrilled to see many new members at our September meeting and also to meet 
some who are thinking about joining OCREA. An increase in membership assists 
FREA (Florida Retired Educators Association) in representing us more fully to the 
Florida Legislature in maintaining our FRS benefits and those of current educators and 

other public school employees in the FRS system.  We strive to present interesting and 
inspiring programs each month that you will enjoy. So plan to  make OCREA meetings part of your 
routine. Please share what’s going on at OCREA with your friends and invite them to come with you to a 
meeting or to one of our cultural outings. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will hear from our Vice-
President, Dr. Sharon Kochlany, about the exciting programs for the next few months.  Although we love 
to have our members attend each and every meeting, it is certainly not a requirement for membership.

Giving back to our community is something OCREA does best. You will have an opportunity at the 
November meeting to bring office supplies for the Adult Literacy League. They appreciate copy paper 
(white and colored), pens, pencils, dry erase markers, highlighters, markers, staples, envelopes, file 
folders, and paper clips. The Adult Literacy League provides Adult Basic Education, classes for non-
English speakers, GED classes, U. S. citizenship classes, and Family Literacy programs. In December 
we will be collecting financial donations to brighten the holidays for children at Great Oaks Village. Over 
the past several years our members have generously given to GOV, a very worthwhile home for children 
who have very little to celebrate in their young lives. Each month we collect items for Ronald McDonald 
House. Thank you for your generosity in bringing coffee, creamer, sugar, cups, zip lock bags and other 
items that are used in their kitchen. 

I am certainly looking forward to the wide range of stimulating programs and events planned for the 
upcoming months. I hope to see you and your guest there. 

Sincerely,
Kim Stutsman, Ed. D.
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EACH ONE REACH ONE!  Have you reached out to a friend and invited 
them to visit or join OCREA?  If you haven't please think about doing that today. 
 

We currently have 277 members.  Let's make it 300!
Cathy Thompson, Membership Chair

If you know of some publication that will publish for free the announcements 
about our monthly general OCREA meetings, please let Publicity Chair Frank 
Johnson know and give him a sample copy of the publication you are suggesting 
or recommending.  Thank you. --Frank Johnson



Message From the Vice-President in Charge of Programs 
Sharon Kochlany, Ed.D. 

In last month’s newsletter, our president, Dr. Kim Stutsman expressed her appreciation for having been 
elected to serve our wonderful OCREA organization. I too, want to emphatically state that I am so grateful 
to have been welcomed into the organization. The confidence that you have shown me by electing me to 
the office of vice-president means so much and I intend to carry out my responsibilities with pride and 
commitment, thereby fulfilling your trust.

Many past and president officers who are excellent role models and leaders are mentoring me as I grow 
into the position. I want to extend an enormous thank you to the members who served on the program 
committee that met over the summer.  Sue Brown, Joanne Canarelli, Anne Gardepe, Lillian Vincent, Kim 
Stutsman, and myself met several times to plan the programs being offered at our General Meetings for the 
2016-2017 year.  We hope that you will find them interesting and engaging.  If you have any ideas for next 
year, please go to the website (www.ocrea-fl.org) and submit your suggestions to us on the Contact Us link 
accessed from the navigation bar at the top of the page.

On November 3rd, we will have guest speakers who will discuss the “Orlando Strong” movement and what 
we can do as individuals and as an organization to help their effort to recover from the horrible Pulse club 
massacre. 

On December 1st, we will definitely get into the holiday mood as the students from Lake Nona and Apopka 
High Schools will present a wonderful “Sounds of the Season Concert”.  In addition, there will be a special 
guest performance by the College Park United Methodist Child Development preschool children. 

Home and personal safety are concerns that we all have.  At our meeting on January 5th, Robert Samson, 
a computer and data protection expert will present methods to protect ourselves when using wi-fi on 
Bluetooth enabled devices such as our mobile phones and cars. We will also have an expert on elder law, 
estate planning, and estate settlement, Cary L. Moss, ESQ. from Sawyer and Sawyer, P.A. present to us 
what we need know to protect our finances and our estate.

I know that I am looking forward to these very interesting, educational, and engaging meetings, as well as, 
being able to become more acquainted with our past and new members.  Don’t forget to add these dates to 
your calendars now!  You won’t want to miss a single meeting.  

Don’t forget, you will receive a stamp on your passport for every meeting and field trip you attend, as well 
as any new member you bring in.  Prizes will be given out to those with the most stamps at our Spring 
Luncheon.
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OCREA  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  

College Park United Methodist Church  

(located at corner of Edgewater & Harvard across from Publix)  
Due to limited parking, please carpool if possible.  

10:00 a.m. Social time and refreshments  
10:30 a.m. Program and Business

Members sign up to bring snacks and supplies for Ronald McDonald House each month.

http://www.ocrea-fl.org


QUICK FACT:  Homeowners are more susceptible to home repair fraud after a natural disaster, 
such as a hurricane, flood or tornado.
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A LICENSE TO DO BUSINESS
By:  Lillian Vincent, OCREA Information Services

Florida is a state where even a Handyman can obtain a license. As a right to work state, Florida has a 
license for every type of service and industry available. Recently, I became aware of an individual who 
was taken advantage of. This person is alone and needed work done onsite to keep up the property. 

When a “Handy Man” was referred by a neighbor, it seemed like a good fit. Unfortunately, it wasn’t. The 
much needed repairs were not made and thousands of dollars were lost in the process. There is no way 
to get that money back.

This event serves as a reminder to us all, that when working with a professional in any industry, our first 
order of business is to see their license. We need to do this before they are hired to provide any service 
at all. A real “Professional” will take all the steps necessary to be a legitimate service providing business 
in the state of Florida. 

We can take this investigation one step further by also asking for their Liability Insurance. Remember, 
that insurance is assurance. When a professional carries liability insurance, it means that their work is 
covered by a larger financial partner and more importantly that they will get the job done right. That is why 
they are insured to begin with; they have a track record that shows their work is insurable.

The last part we need to be aware of is the effective dates of both the license and the liability insurance. 
Both of these documents need to be renewed, at the minimum, on a yearly basis. Do not hesitate to look 
for the dates and make sure that everything is accurate before you allow them to provide service.

Be leery of any professional who asks for payment up front. It is customary for professionals to receive 
payment after the services are provided. Or in installments, as work is completed. Most installment 
payments are contracted and written out as a directive to outline when both parties agree to pay for 
services that are completed at that time. Regardless of the payment agreement that is made, the 
agreements are done before the commencement of service.

In any case, when you need an outside service, be up front and ask for the evidence above before 
committing to a service provider. Call the Department of Business Regulation at (850) 487-1395 to verify 
that the license is active. The savviest shopper’s I have ever met will actually obtain multiple service 
quotes. This is how they can identify and compare professional services. 

For example: it might be surprising to get three different Quotes, all from the same specialty and get three 
different ways to make the repair. Although surprising, there is more then one way to solve a problem. 
Feel free to collect different professional opinions and choose to go with the some body that stands out to 
you.  *

Resources:  
Fraud, Waste & Abuse http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf 

http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf
Pages 176-178 educates on Home Repair Fraud, this is our state resource for Fraud, Waste and Abuse 
in the 50+ community.

http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf
http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf
http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf
http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/CRG/2011/CRG_7th_Edition_section_VII.pdf


FAST TRACK MORTGAGE SPOTLIGHT
Fast track your mortgage by paying off your mortgage in 5 or 10 years at a low fixed APR*. This unique 
loan will help you to retire without a mortgage or payoff your mortgage and retire early! Start paying off your 
mortgage today, save money, and enjoy life without a mortgage with our flexible refinance options.

• 5 year term at 3.257% APR
• 10 year term at 3.780% APR
• $250 off closing costs
• Minimum loan amount $10,000; maximum amount $400,000
• Financing available for up to 80% loan to value (LTV)*
• Only primary residence; no condos or investment properties
• Loans will never be sold and do not include escrow of taxes and homeowners insurance
• Quick and low closing costs

To apply for a CFE Fast Track mortgage, visit any CFE branch or call our Member Service Center at 
407-896-9411 or 800-771-9411 outside Orlando, option 3.
*Certain restrictions apply. Loans are granted based on credit worthiness and the ability to repay. Minimum amount: $25,000; 
Maximum loan amount varies. *The maximum loan-to-value (LTV) is 80%. At a rate of 3.527% APR, your monthly payment for a 
5 year, $25,000 mortgage would be $449.11 (principal and interest), assuming an 80% LTV and a credit score of 740+. 

CFE’S CAR SALES OFFER MEMBERS GREAT RATES
CFE car sales provide our members with great cars at great APRs for those looking to buy or lease a new 
or used automobile. In fact, CFE will be hosting three separate car sales in October and November. Join us 
for one or more of our upcoming car sales. We look forward to seeing you there!

• Evolution Auto (Sanford Auto Mall, 1300 Rinehart Rd., Sanford, FL 32771)
• November 11 – November 21, 2016
•
• Universal Nissan (12785 Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, FL 32837)
• November 25 – December 4, 2016
•
• Universal Hyundai (12801 Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, FL 32837)

November 25 – December 4, 2016
*Certain restrictions apply. Loans are granted based on creditworthiness and the ability to repay. One-time set up fee is 2% of the 
loan amount issued with a minimum of $10 and a maximum of $35. Monthly payment would be $287.34 based on a $10,000 loan 
at 2.15% APR with a 36-month term (approx.).2.15% APR available for vehicles 2011 and newer with less than 100K miles. CFE 
refinanced loans do not qualify. Evolution Auto car sale lasts from November 11 – 21, 2016.November’s Universal Nissan-
Hyundai car sale lasts from November 25 – December 4, 2016. 

SHOW SOME CREDIT UNION LOVE
Do you love your credit union? Do you love the benefits that being a credit union member brings? If 

so, the Love My Credit Union Rewards Bundle brings the best of both worlds together in one place.
As a member of CFE, you can take advantage of so many different reward benefits, including 

exclusive discounts from DirecTV, Allied Moving, ADT, TurboTax, Sprint, and more.
To learn more, visit lovemycreditunion.org.
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CFE Federal Credit Union News 
By Cassie Roach 

Friday, November 11 – Veterans Day 
Thursday, November 24 – Thanksgiving Day 
Monday, December 26 – Christmas Day Observed  

Monday, January 2 – New Year’s Day Observed  
Monday, January 16 – Martin Luther King Day

******     CFE Holiday Closing Dates:     ******

http://lovemycreditunion.org
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All the world’s a stage 
And all the men and women merely players;   
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts… 
 -Shakespeare

Time for a bit of culture and some fun! OCREA will visit the 
Orlando Shakespeare Theater for a 45-minute backstage tour on 
Thursday, November 17 at noon. The theater is in Loch Haven 
Park, 812 E. Rollins St. 32803. There is no charge for the tour. 

Afterward we will head up 17-92 to Marlow’s Tavern for lunch. 
(1008 S. Orlando Ave. Winter Park, 32789) I will make 
reservations for 1:30. I hope many of you will join us!

Anne Gardepe, Cultural Affairs Chair 
annegard64@gmail.com

Why Do We Pass the Little Red Schoolhouse at Every Meeting? 
By Gary Moser, FREF Scholarship Committee Chair 

Every year OCREA awards a $2000 scholarship to a graduating senior who is planning on becoming a 
teacher. This scholarship is funded in part by the earnings of a Certificate of Deposit owned by OCREA. 
But we also supplement those earnings with the money we collect in the Little Red Schoolhouse so that 
we do not have to spend down the principal.  

Last year, we collected $661 in the Little Red Schoolhouse at the General Meetings of the Association as 
well as at the Board Meetings of the Association. 

This year, we have collected more so far than at this time last year. Let’s keep up this generosity with 
the goal of collecting half of what we need for this scholarship in donations to the Little Red School 
House. Our dwindling credit union account will thank us.

OCREA member,  Dr. Leanna 
Isaacson, speaking on the 
importance of literacy for young 
children at the September 23 District 
8 Leadership Workshop.  Her topic 
was, "Target your Books."

COMMUNITY  SERVICE  PROJECTS
Carol Egolf

November  ----  Adult Literacy League
We collect various supplies for office use and for 
reading/activity packets for the children in the family 
literacy program (300 pre-k boys & girls are being 
served this year).
 
These items may be purchased at office supply store, 
hobby or craft stores, even grocery stores:
 copy paper -- white, pastel pink , pastel blue
 construction paper
 blue yarn
 pipe cleaners
 zip baggies,  gallon or sandwich sizes
 white paper plates (inexpensive, thin, regular size)
 brown paper lunch bags
 paper towels, the ½ - sheet tear-off rolls 

December  ----  Great Oaks Village     
   OCREA continues our tradition to help provide holiday 
joy to the youngsters at the GOV housing facility.
1. Goodies, sweet, salty, store-bought, home-made.  

These foods will be distributed to the various        
cottage kitchens

2. Monetary donations enable staffers to purchase 
gifts for each child.

Remember that shopping or cooking for these 
projects is a volunteer activity.  Be sure to report your 
hours on your Volunteer Service forms.

Volunteer Services Joanne Canarelli

There is are many opportunities to alleviate the 
strife of others.Please find one and complete the 
Monthly Volunteer forms or contact me by email.

mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
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In the event of inclement weather, OCREA will follow Orange County Public 
School System's decision relating to the closing of schools. If weather 
conditions have you questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your 
local news to hear the decision of OCPS.


