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Dear OCREA Members, 
 As I write this letter to you today I am reminded of the birthdays this month of two 
important men who have influenced my life, and I am sure the lives of many of you: Dr. Seuss 
and Mr. Rogers. Dr. Seuss was born on March 2, 1904 and Mr. Rogers on March 20, 1928. I 
would like to share a few quotes that, I think, have meaning for us as retired educators and 
active seniors who care deeply about our fellow human beings and our communities.  
  
From Dr. Seuss: “If you never did you should. These things are fun. And fun is good.” Isn’t it 
great that in our later years we can try things that we never tried, go places we have never gone 

before, and can check things off our bucket lists?  Do it in the spirit of having fun. “Sometimes 
you will never know the value of a moment until it becomes a memory.”  As I look back on my years as an 
educator, I am so thankful for the wonderful memories I have. Additionally, as your OCREA President for the past 
two years, I value the memories of our times together: friendships, cultural events, volunteering, and learning 
opportunities.  
  
 Along those same lines, Mr. Rogers said the following, “If you could only sense how important you are to 
the lives of those you meet; how important you can be to the people you may never even dream of. There is 
something of yourself that you leave at every meeting with another person.” In thinking of the countless hours our 
members give so unselfishly in volunteering in our community, I value OCREA for its commitment to 
volunteerism. In 2017 our local organization alone, with only 65 members reporting, volunteered more than 12,000 
hours. Congratulations on making a difference in the lives of so many! 
  
 Thank you to those of you have supported me as president of OCREA over the past two years and I look 
forward to working with Dr. Sharon Kochlany, your new president. Consider what you can do to help our local 
unit and FREA, our state organization, going forward. I leave you with a final quote from Mr. Rogers, “ It’s not so 
much what we have in this life that matters. It is what we do with what we have.” 

Kim I. Stutsman, Ed. D. 

Message from the President

Vitality:
The
♥  

of 
OCREA

Membership Information
from

Cathy Thompson

IT’S TIME TO RENEW 
 

It’s time to renew your OCREA/FREA 
membership for 2018-2019.  In March you 

should have received a membership form in 
the mail.  If you have not already mailed this in 
please do so ASAP.  The cost of membership 

is $50. Membership forms are also available at 
the monthly meetings.   We look forward to 
another great year with our colleagues in 

OCREA.

In Memoriam 

Roger 
Rufenacht
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OCREA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

First Thursday of each month Sept.—May

College Park United Methodist Church
644 W. Princeton St., Orlando

(Located on the corner of Princeton and Edgewater Dr. Entrance is across from Publix on 
Harvard at the back of the church. If the parking lot is full, parking is available along Harvard.)

Thursday, April 5, 2018

Celebration of National Volunteer Month 

Program: “Orlando’s Roots” 
Don Price of Greenwood Cemetery

Refreshments: General Membership R–Z

Thursday, May 3, 2018
11:30 AM

End of the Year Luncheon
Installation of Officers and Foundation Directors

Volunteer of the Year Award
Scholarship recipients

Necrology Service

College Park Methodist’s 
Famous Hot Chicken Salad 

Tossed Salad 
Vegetable 

Rolls & Butter 
Dessert 
Coffee 
Tea
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OCREA Officers for 2018-2019

President: Dr. Sharon Kochlany
Vice President: Dr. Gayle Hodges

Recording Secretary: Debra Dykes-Kornhaus
Corresponding Secretary: Margie Wells

Director: Susan Brown
Director: Fran Burns
Director: Ellen James

Newly Elected Directors for REFOC (Retired Educators Foundation of Orange County)

David Magee
Dr. Kim Stutsman
Cathy Thompson
Christie Woods 

Installation will be held at the May Luncheon. 

Volunteer Services
By Joanne Canarelli

April is National Volunteer Month

Sixty-four of our members reported a total 
of 12,340 volunteer hours for 2017, 
including 881 Youth hours. This is a 2,000 
hour increase over 2016. Let’s keep it up! 
You are all very generous with your time 
and in helping others. 

Volunteer hours should be reported each 
month on the form available at our 
meetings. You can also email Joanne at the 
email address below. 

Joanne Canarelli, Volunteer Services Chair
jbc610@embarqmail.com

Kay Wing, Volunteer Services Co-Chair

Ronald McDonald House needs the following:
paper products such as paper plates, paper 
towels, napkins, cups; plastic spoons, forks, 
knives; coffee; creamer; sugar and sugar 
substitutes; hotel size shampoo, soap, lotion; 
toothpaste and tooth brushes; zip lock bags. 
Please bring in your contribution each month.
Keep saving pop tabs for RMcD House. 

Book sale each month to benefit our 
Scholarship Fund. Books are $.50 each.

mailto:jbc610@embarqmail.com
mailto:jbc610@embarqmail.com
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FREF Scholarship Committee Report
By Gary Moser

The following letter was sent to me from a scholarship recipient from last year. She has given us her 
permission to print it in our newsletter :

Mr. Moser,

I know it’s been quite some time since I’ve sent you an update and I apologize. There is so 
much craziness going on!

I wanted to thank you again for selecting me for the FREA scholarship and the one-time 
$2,000 scholarship. Thanks to the Retired Educators Association, I have had many 
opportunities to further my passion for teaching.
I have started observing in a deaf/hard of hearing elementary school here in Nashville! I 
observe twice a week for three hours and get to work with deaf students. I have been 
privileged to work with dedicated educators. They have been so kind in instructing me and 
telling me all about their career path and passion for teaching. I need to observe at least 30 
hours before the end of the semester and I hope to also spend my time observing 
secondary education settings. There is a middle school and high school in the area that 
also has a deaf/hard of hearing program. Some teachers from the elementary school have 
trusted contacts at these schools and are trying to open doors for me to observe in these 
locations. I absolutely love it! I have made connections with the Deaf community and can’t 
wait to see where else this takes me.
I have also been blessed with the opportunity to go on an international trip over the 
summer with Trevecca Nazarene University’s Education department. From July 17-27th, I 
will be joining a team of about 14 to Saint-Marc, Haiti. All students attending are majoring in 
Education. Since this trip is hosted by our Education department, we will be doing hands-
on work with the educators of Haiti. The devastating earthquake from 2010 has left Haiti’s 
education system in shambles.
On this trip, our team will be hosting a teacher’s conference (with about 400-500 teachers 
expected to attend), develop curriculum, and spend our time in Haitian schools. We hope to 
impact the entire country with our love and passion for teaching and equip teachers to 
touch the future generations to come.
 I can’t thank the FREA enough for contributing to my future. I hope that everything is going 
well in the sunshine state and hope to hear from you soon.
Grace and peace,

Anna Myers
Anna Myers

P.S. I have also sent a similar message to Ms. Barbara Williams thanking the FREA and 
those who contributed to the selection process. I understand that many others have made 
this possible and I hope this message reaches all who were a part of this.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT AND PROGRAM CHAIR
Dr. Sharon Kochlany

I don’t know about you, but this year really flew by.  We only have 2 meetings left! On April 
5th, we will have Don Price, Orlando Greenwood Cemetery’s Sexton, speak about Orlando’s 
roots. He is the recipient of the Historical Society of Central Florida’s Donald A. Cheney 
Award.  Personally, I can’t wait as I have heard such excellent reviews of his presentations.

On May 3rd, we will have our annual Spring Luncheon.  What better way end the year!  We 
will be issuing you a survey to complete at the April meeting. We want to know your thoughts 
on what we did right and what we could do better.  Also, we need your input for future 
speakers, field trips, and meetings.

It is such a pleasurable and rewarding experience to be a part of OCREA and being able to 
call you my friends.  

Remember to look at our OCREA website at:
http://www.OCREA-Fl.org for further information on general meetings and field trips, 
requests according to your last name alphabetically to bring in food for our social hour 
before the meeting, keeping in mind that we are trying to be more health conscious; and lists 
of items that are being requested to be brought in for the charities we work with.

Save the Date 
FREA Annual Convention 

May 23-25, 2018 
Altamonte Hilton, Altamonte Springs 

Celebrate FREA! 
(And All That We Are) 

See your FREA Bulletin for details.

http://www.OCREA-Fl.org
http://www.OCREA-Fl.org
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Our final OCREA outing of this year will be Tuesday, 
April 24. We will meet at 10 AM at Greenwood 
Cemetery for a tour with Don Price who will be our 
speaker at the April general meeting. (You HAVE 
heard that folks are dying to get in there, right?) After 
the tour, we will have lunch (@11:30) at 903 Mills 
Market which is VERY near Greenwood Cemetery. If 
you have questions, please email Anne Gardepe, 
Cultural Affairs chair, at annegard64@gmail.com.

REFOC Scholarship

Education is dynamic!  As we treasure the lessons we taught 
years ago we look ahead to what is happening in the 
classroom today.  Things are changing. Education has 
become digital in the high schools in Orange County. 
Students are different and the ability to reach them has 
changed drastically.  Teachers need to adapt to new 
methods, taking advantage of valuable resources to reach 
today’s students.

With that thought in mind, the Scholarship Committee 
chose James Benedict as the recipient of the Educators 
Scholarship this year.  Mr. Benedict is at Olympia and 
working on a Master’s Degree in Instructional Design and 
Technology.  He will be working with teachers in 
classrooms using the new available tools to make their 
lessons more engaging.

Education is still exciting as teachers learn new skills and 
processes to make learning a lifelong experience.  The 
Scholarship Committee was honored to help make this 
continue.  Praise and Honor to Mr. Benedict for his vision.

Ellen James, Scholarship Director

News from CFE Federal Credit Union 

Eight Tips to Think about When Using One of CFE’s Newest Checking Accounts  
A checking account is transactional by nature, which is a fancy of way of saying that you can use it to pay for 
everything from your groceries to utilities or even a flight to attend your best friend’s wedding. Before the 
proliferation of debit cards and way before the internet made online banking possible, checking accounts were 
most often and easily used by writing an actual check to a merchant, organization, or individual as a method of 
payment. That check would then be cashed and payment would be made soon after the check was processed. 

Nowadays, checking accounts are much more simple to access and easy to use given the almost universal 
acceptance of debit cards and the growing trend to bank online. However, with these newer methods of 
managing your checking accounts, it’s also easier to be a little less vigilant than you might have been 
otherwise with your checking account. The following are some tips to consider when managing of CFE’s new 
checking accounts.   

1. Be sure to regularly balance your account 
At the very least, consider matching your records against your CFE-issued bank statement once a 
month. Unexpected fees, unauthorized transactions, and other discrepancies sometimes arise. Be sure 
that all your transactions have been properly entered in the account. 

2. Double check your account to make sure you have the funds necessary to use 
If you have used your debit card a few times already that day, are you sure you have enough money 
to cover your next purchase? With technology, it’s easy to double check your balance in your account 
to make sure you’re good to go with whatever purchase you’re about to make.   

3. Your ‘available balance’ may not be as available as you think 
Speaking of checking your balance, do not be overly reassured if you look at your balance online and 
see that there is enough money to cover your next purchase. Take a peek at your banking activity and 
account for pending transactions you have made, but have not yet been reflected in the bank’s 
records. Also, avoid running your balance so low that the next monthly bank fee could wipe it out. 

mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
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Note the time change for May 3rd meeting only

OCREA General Meeting End of Year Luncheon 11:30 AM

Cost: $14

4. Stay up to date on the schedule of automatic transactions 
Automatic bill paying and direct deposits are great conveniences, but they can complicate your 
checking account management when keeping accurate tabs on your balance. Understand what the 
billing cycle is for your automatic payments so you do not draw down the account just before some 
bills come due. For direct deposit, always leave a couple extra days before you assume the money is 
in the account. Sometimes there can be delays in making the transfer and getting it reflected in your 
account’s record – especially if a holiday coincides with your pay cycle. 

5. Opt out of overdraft protection 
If you follow the above four tips, you should be able to avoid overdrafts, and thus can avoid the 
expense of overdraft fees. 

6. Keep an eye on the interest rate 
Checking account interest rates range from low to non-existent these days, but if you signed up for an 
interest-bearing checking account, determine if you are getting the rate you expected. If that rate 
changes, see if you could get a more competitive rate elsewhere. 

7. Be careful with statements and payments. 
  Banking statements contain sensitive information, so do not leave them sitting in your mailbox.   
 Consider destroying or shredding them rather than simply throwing them out. 

8. Report suspicious transactions immediately 
Even the best security measures are sometimes thwarted, which goes back to the need to monitor 
account transactions frequently, so you can quickly report any questionable activity. 

Developing sound checks and balances to make sure you’re managing your checking account appropriately 
doesn’t require the same amount of time that was once required. Technology has made our lives easier. 
However, it’s best to develop these checks and balances to as second nature if you make a habit of them. That 
effort will be well worth it in the long run for your financial future. 

JOIN US FOR AN ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR  
Estate planning is an important process for anyone who wants to ensure their finances are in order for their 
heirs. Please join us for a free estate planning seminar to be held on Thursday, May 25, 2018. 

Estate Planning Seminar 
Howard Middle School 
800 E. Robinson St., Orlando, FL 32801 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

The Law Offices of Mary W. Kaplan will be providing CFE members with valuable information concerning wills, 
powers of attorney, trusts, and a set of practical first steps to begin the process of estate planning. 

Space is limited. Reserve your spot at mycfe.com/EstatePlanning or by calling 407-896-9411, ext. 2382..  
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Published in 
September
November
February

April

Orange County Retired
Educators Association

7015 Red Bug Lake Rd., #100
Oviedo. FL 32765

Editors
Yearbook - Lillian Vincent

Newsletter - Kim Stutsman
Sunshine Contact

Margie Wells

2016-18 Officers 

President 

Dr. Kim Stutsman 

Vice-President 

Dr. Sharon Kochlany 

Recording Secretary 

Dr. Gayle Hodges 

Corresponding Secretary 

Margie Wells 

Treasurer 

Robert Ford

Directors 

2016-2018 

Gwyn Mercer 

Madelyn Gaston 

Susan Brown 

2017-2019 

John Gardepe 

Christie Woods 

ExOfficio 

Dr. Ann Winn 

Sue Orth

In the event of inclement weather, OCREA will follow Orange County Public School 
System's decision relating to the closing of schools. If weather conditions have you 
questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your local news to hear the 
decision of OCPS.

ORANGE COUNTY RETIRED EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
7015 Red Bug Lake Rd., #100 
Oviedo, FL. 32765 
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