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OCREA 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

First Thursday of each month Sept.—May (except January) 
 

College Park United Methodist Church 
644 W. Princeton St., Orlando 

Located on the corner of Princeton and Edgewater Dr. Entrance is across from Publix on 
Harvard at the back of the church. If the parking lot is full, parking is available along 

 Harvard. 

OCREA Website: www.ocrea-fl.org 

 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 10:30 AM (Social time begins at 10:00) 

 
Program: Music for the holiday season.  

 
Refreshments: Members whose last names begin with K–M 

(please bring your items by 10:00) 

At each meeting we will collect items to benefit The Russell Home.  
Thank you for your generosity! See the list of needed items elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Thursday, November 7, 2019  10:30 AM (Social time begins at 10:00) 

 

Program: Smarter Seniors 

Speaker: Belle Isle Police Chief, Laura Houston 

 

Refreshments: Members whose names begin with E–J 

Please bring your items by 10:00.  

 

http://www.ocrea-fl.org/
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2019-2020 Yearbook 

 

By now you should have received the 2019-20 yearbook in the mail.  If you have not received a 

copy, please let us know.  Cathy Thompson and Jennifer Cunningham tried to provide you with a 

yearbook free of errors, but mistakes slip through.  Please look over your information.  If you 

find any errors, please email Jennifer at cunninghamjj49@gmail.com or call me at 407-712-

4529.   

 

Here are two corrections that have come to our attention.  Please make the following corrections 

in your copy of the yearbook. 

On page 1 - Debra Kornhous’s email should be: unionlady4ever@gmail.com 

On page 2 – Carol and William Egolf’s address should be: 1703 Curry Ford Road 
  

Message from the President 
 
The decorations in the stores are evidence that summer is coming to an end as fall is approaching. This 
is hard to believe when we step outside from our houses into sweltering ninety-degree temperatures. 
Time goes on and knowing that the weather will eventually become cooler is comforting.  
 
The new OCREA year started off with a wonderful and informative program. The board members are to 
be given a big thank you for providing the awesome breakfast that those in attendance enjoyed. I want 
to thank Sue Brown for arranging for the Edgewater HS Vocal Ensemble to kick off our first 2019 – 
2020 meeting with their wonderful music. They were fantastic once again! A big shout out goes to Anne 
Gardepe for arranging for Michael Perkins, the Executive Director of the Orange County Regional 
History Center for being our guest speaker. I think that we all learned something from his riveting 
presentation.  
 
It was a very productive meeting, as well.  We passed the Bylaw Amendment stating that, “Any action 
required or permitted at a meeting of the Board of Directors may be taken by means of electronic 
communication.” We voted on our charity of choice for the 2019-2020 year.  The Russell Home was 
overwhelmingly chosen again.  As always, according to our bylaws, we will continue our support of the 
Adult Literacy League. 
 
As this newsletter encompasses November, December, and January, I am extending to all of our 
membership my heartfelt wishes for a safe and happy holiday season with your family and loved ones. 
Thanksgiving is around the corner, followed by the winter holidays and the welcoming of another new 
year. We will be enjoying the festivities associated with these holidays very soon and even though we 
do not count down the days until Thanksgiving and Winter Break any longer, we still look forward to 
being with friends and family including our OCREA family members! 
 
I am very excited about the remaining upcoming meetings for this year.    Please reach out and share 
information about OCREA with others. Invite friends and acquaintances to our uplifting meetings. I look 
forward to seeing you again as we continue to build OCREA’s future. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Sharon Kochlany 
OCREA President 
 

 

 

mailto:cunninghamjj49@gmail.com
mailto:unionlady4ever@gmail.com
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Russel Home Teacher Wish List: 
 

Construction Paper (Colors) 

Poster Boards small and large any colors and white 

Canvas Boards small so kids can paint on them 

Washable Paints 

Brushes  

Christmas and all Holiday craft kits for 25 kids 

Any type of craft for the kids to make 25 kids 

Wipes  

Paper Towels 

Sharpies medium and wide black 

Plastic magnetic letters  

Double sided tape  

Pompom's for craft projects 

Small food scale for cooking class 

Rhythm sticks for music class 

White Card Stock Paper 

Blank Bingo Cards 

Bingo Markers 

Wide Craft Sticks 

Computer Paper 

 

Volunteer Services: Joanne Canarelli 
 

Dear  Kindly Volunteers, 
As you have continued to submit your generous 
volunteer hours for the year 2019, please 
remember to include your shopping time for 
others, your travel time and your cooking time as 
we finalize and prepare the total number of our 
hours for the Great State of Florida. You may 
send your totals to: jbc610@outlook.com. 
Hope to see you soon to report our end of year 
totals. 
 
Happy Trails, 
Joanne Canarelli  

 

 

 
 

Volunteer Hours Report Form 
 
Month (s)________________ 
 
Religious______ 
Literacy_______ 
Environmental/Ecology_____ 
Library_________ 
Personal Help_____ 
Hosp/Nursing Home_____ 
OCREA/FREA______ 
Shopping_______ 
Schools_________ 
Other/Project Name______ 
   ______ 
 
Total:________ 
 
Youth Hours________ 
  

Cultural Affairs 
Anne Gardepe, Chairman 
 
Spring trips in the works are as follows: Ronald McDonald House, UCF Downtown Campus, Annie Russell Theater for 
“Mamma Mia” in April, Give Kids the World. Watch for dates to be announced (February-May). Look for further details in 
upcoming newsletters or on our website.  
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The Florida Retired Educators Foundation and Its Scholarships 
By Janice Quint, FREF Scholarship Chair 

 

The Florida Retired Educators Foundation (FREF) has a three-fold mission: (1) “to build 

community between retired educators and future teachers by providing assistance through 

scholarships;” (2) “to provide assistance to retired educators in financial crisis;” and (3) to “aid in 

publishing scientific works of significance related to the education field.” The major portion of 

the money raised by the Foundation is used to award scholarships to future teachers. We will 

nominate one Orange County high school senior for the FREF scholarship in February. The 

number of scholarships awarded by the Foundation is determined by the amount of money the 

Foundation raises for this year. 

The FREF raises money in three major ways throughout the year. The first way is through 

donations from Local Units. Each Unit (OCREA is our Unit) contributes a minimum of two 

dollars for each member of the Unit. The second way is by fundraisers conducted by each Unit. 

And the third way takes place at the yearly State Convention. “The Extravaganza” also takes 

place at the Convention but any member in the state can participate by purchasing a ticket for 

Extravaganza. The FREF Scholarship Committee will be asking members to purchase 

Extravaganza tickets when they become available. Purchase of an Extravaganza ticket enters the 

purchaser in a drawing for cash prizes.  

The major portion of all the money that is raised throughout the year is used to provide 

scholarships to high school seniors who are planning to be teachers.  

The Scholarship Committee visits each high school in October to share information on this 

scholarship. The application is online and will be up on the OCREA website at that time. The 

application deadline is January. 

The Orange County senior who is selected to represent our Unit in the FREF scholarship 

competition automatically receives the Ernest and Ruth Hawk Scholarship. This one-time $2,000 

scholarship is awarded every year to the selected student and is not contingent on the student 

winning the scholarship in the state competition. 
 

The Little Red Schoolhouse  By Janice Quint, FREF Scholarship Chair   

 

We pass the Red Schoolhouse at every general meeting of the Orange County Retired Educators 

Association and at every meeting of the Board of Directors of OCREA. This is one of the ways 

we raise money for the Ernest and Ruth Hawk Scholarship that we award to a graduating senior in 

Orange County Public Schools who is planning on becoming a teacher. Last year we collected 

just under $800.  

The Hawk Scholarship is worth $2000 so the rest of the money comes from an account we have 

dedicated solely for this scholarship. We don’t make a lot of interest on the account in these times 

of low interest rates. If we don’t make the difference in the way of interest, then we must take it 

out of the principal in order to fund the scholarship.  

The more money we raise through our donations to the Red Schoolhouse, the less we must 

withdraw from the account.  Thank you so much for your donations each month! 

This year’s scholarship recipient is Ludwine Jean. 
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Orange Technical College Campuses and Dr. Armbruster welcomed the Retired Educators Foundation of Orange County Florida 

to present student scholarships.  Christie Woods, Scholarship Chairman, of the Retired Educators Foundation along with some 

scholarship committee members Fran Burns, Kim Stutsman (Foundation Chairman), Jane Barry, Leanna Isaacson and Marie 

Hernandez presented 10 scholarships to our CTE students.  The scholarship recipients were Elizabeth Castillo Serrano and 

Krystel Roman (Medical Assisting) and Denise Jones ( Medical Coder/Biller) at Winter Park Campus, David Garcia and 

Da’Shanta Prevost (Practical Nursing) and Cheyenne Good (Surgical Technology) at Orlando Campus and Troy Cooper 

(Welding Technology), Jhavid George (Enterprise Network and Server Support Technology), Abinadad Negron (Automotive 

Collision Technology Technician) and Jorge Perez (Mechatronics Technology) at Mid Florida Campus.  

  

Each student received a $1,000 scholarship to complete their program and become successful in their chosen career.  Thank you 

to all the school Administrators, Instructors and Financial Aid Staff for your participation.  Dr. Armbruster and the Technical 

College Campuses thank the Retired Educators Foundation for their continued support over the years of our CTE students in 

pursuing their educational goals.  What a great way to start the 2019-2020 school year!  It’s a beautiful thing! 

  

Submitted by Teriann Wright 
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Salutations for the Seasons, OCREA General and Associate Members!  

 

When the seasons change, seniors encounter a variety of challenges. Did you know that while 

falls are challenging, and may occur throughout the year, falls are not a normal part of aging?  

Be proactive and reduce your risk of falling. Become familiar with 5 questions to ask that  

are recommended by the National Council on Aging (NCOA).  

Visit: www.ncoa.org/Fall Tips  

 www.NCOA.org/Falls Prevention  

 

Have you used your FREA Membership Card to overcome the challenges of finding the most 

affordable, easy to understand, and hassle free medical plans or insurances for you, your 

family, and pets? Access discounted rates for Dental/Vision/Pet Insurances, and savings for 

Medical Plans by using your FREA Membership Card and contacting Association Member 

Benefits Advisors at: 1-888-239-3336 or  1-877-556-4582 Myambabenefits.info/frea. 

 

AMBA has sent FREA members informational insurance and medical literature that assists  

with finding the right coverage, covered services, and low out-of-pocket costs for different  

plans. AMBA plans provide value to FREA members that participate in the plans, and  

continue their FREA membership. For more information visit:  

www.FREA.org/benefits 

info@frea.org  

 

May you enjoy challenge free discounts and seasonal savings during the holidays with  

FREA Membership Benefits!  

 

OCREA Information Services 

Committee Chairperson  

Debra Dykes Kornhaus  

Unionlady4ever@gmail.com 

 

 

 

  FREA Membership 

Some of our members may have 

received notices that their FREA 

dues have not been paid. Due to 

technology changes with the data 

base at the FREA Office, some 

notices were inadvertently sent 

out. Please disregard your notice 

if you already paid. To double 

check you can call the FREA 

office 1-727-577-6400 and speak 

with Dianne. We apologize for the 

inconvenience. 

 

 

OCREA Nominations for 2020-2021 

In May we will elect new officers to 

serve for two years: July 1,  2020—June 

30, 2022.  Officers to be elected include: 

President, Vice-President, Recording 

Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and 

three (3) Directors. The Treasurer is 

appointed by the President with approval 

of the OCREA Board. The slate of 

officers will be presented at our February 

General Meeting, and additional 

nominations may be made from the floor 

with prior approval of the nominee. The 

election will take place at our March 

General Meeting, and the officers will be 

inducted at our May General Meeting 

Luncheon. Kim Stutsman, past-president 

and nominating chair, is currently taking 

nominations. You can email Kim at 

stutsmank@embarqmail.com.  

 
Reminder: No General 

Meeting in January. 

 

http://www.ncoa.org/Fall
http://www.ncoa.org/Falls
callto:1-888-239-3336
callto:1-877-556-4582
http://myambabenefits.info/frea
http://www.frea.org/benefits
mailto:info@frea.org
mailto:Unionlady4ever@gmail.com
mailto:stutsmank@embarqmail.com
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News from Addition Financial Federal Credit Union 
 
Count Us In This Holiday Season 
The end of the year is drawing closer, and the worst of hurricane season is over (just in 
time for the snow birds). 
 
We know you’re busy this time of year preparing for the holiday season. Whether you’re 
shopping for the perfect Christmas gifts, sprucing up the house before guests come 
over or saving up for a big winter break vay-cay, we’ve got the tools to help you out. 
 
Read on to learn more about Addition Financial’s special promotions and community 
events. We look forward to celebrating the end of 2019 with you. We hope you’ll count 
us in. 
 
 
Holiday Gift Drive 
This holiday season, Addition Financial is partnering with Devereux of Central Florida to 
bring holiday spirit to families in our community that may not have the funds to do so 
on their own.  
 
Our gift drive will run from November 4 to December 11. Donation bins will be in all 
Addition Financial branches and we will be accepting new unwrapped toys. The greatest 
gift is giving. Help us put something under the tree for every kid in Central Florida. 
 
New branch locations 
Just Opened – Poinciana Branch 
4620 Pleasant Hill Road 
Kissimmee, FL 34759 
 
Just Opened – Merritt Island 
1380 N Courtenay Pkwy 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 
 
Opening November 1 – Longwood Branch 
901 E State Rd. 434 
Longwood, FL 32750 
 
 
Addition Financial’s Holiday Closing Dates: 
November 11 – Veterans Day 
November 28 – Thanksgiving 
December 24 – Closed after 2 P.M. – Christmas 
December 25 – Christmas 
January 1 – New Year’s Day 
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2018-20 Officers 

 

President 

Dr. Sharon Kochlany 

Vice-President 

Dr. Gayle Hodges 

Recording Secretary 

Debra Dykes Kornhaus 

Corresponding Secretary 

Margie Wells 

Treasurer 

Jennifer Cunningham  

Directors 

 

2019-2021 

Ann Gardepe 

Christie Woods 

2018-2020 

Susan Brown 

Ellen James 

Fran Burns 

ExOfficio 

Dr. Kim Stutsman 

THE RETIRED EDUCATOR 
 

Published in  
September 
November 
February 

April 
 

Orange County Retired 
Educators Association 

PO Box 678236 
Orlando, FL 32867 

Editors 
Yearbook - Lillian Vincent 
Newsletter - Kim Stutsman 

Sunshine Contact 

Margie Wells 

In the event of inclement weather, OCREA will follow Orange County Public School 

System's decision relating to the closing of schools. If weather conditions have you 

questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your local news to hear the 

decision of OCPS. 


