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Dear Members,
We are into 2018 and many of us have made New Year’s Resolutions. 
Whether or not we are able to keep our resolutions is another thought 
to ponder. Along the lines of wanting to be a better person in 2018, I 
want to recommend a book that I read recently. It was recommended to 
me by Anne Fagan who is the tech guru at the FREA office. The title of 
the book is Wait, What? And Life’s Other Essential Questions by 
James E. Ryan. Ryan is dean of Harvard’s Graduate School of 

Education. Now before you say, “I am retired and I don’t want to read any more books 
about education,” consider that the ideas presented may help us better ourselves as 
individuals, no matter our age or status. The five essential questions that form the 
basis of this book were from a graduation speech given by Ryan that went viral. He 
then turned the speech into this book of only eighty-eight (88) pages. An easy read 
and thought provoking: what could be better? Ryan provides stories from his personal 
experiences which are truly engaging. Check it out.  Happy reading! Let me know how 
you like it.  

Sincerely,
Kim I. Stutsman, Ed. D.

Message from the President

Vitality:
The
♥  

of 
OCREA

Welcome New Members

Paul Ackerman
Ron Beasley
Jean Bevan

Francisco Diez
James Hall

Peggy Krogel
Victoria Loney
Terre Matay

Sylvia Pakstis
Patti Peninsula
Robert Peters
Janice Quint

Ricki Richmond-Sills 
Betsy Talpalar

In Memoriam 

Barbara Simpson 

Tom Berkner
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OCREA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

First Thursday of each month Sept.—May

College Park United Methodist Church
644 W. Princeton St., Orlando

(Located on the corner of Princeton and Edgewater Dr. Entrance is across from Publix on 
Harvard at the back of the church. If the parking lot is full, parking is available along Harvard.)

Thursday, February 1, 2018
 Potluck Luncheon 11:30

Members, please bring a side dish to 
share. Meat and dessert will be supplied 

by the Board.
Entertainment: Winter Park High School Men’s 

Chorus
Special Project: Donations of Pet Food for 

Meals on Wheels’ Recipients.
Donations for Ronald McDonald House

Thursday, March 1, 2018

10:00 AM Social gathering and refreshments
 10:30 AM Program and Business

“Protecting Florida’s Environment for Our 
Vitality”

General Election of Officers

Refreshments: General Membership M—Q

Donations for Ronald McDonald House

Membership
By Cathy Thompson
At the February general meeting your OCREA board will be recommending an increase in your local dues from 
$10.00 to $15.00 a year. The board will be detailing our expenses and explaining the reasoning for this proposal. 
 Our costs continue to rise and in order to continue to support this wonderful organization a small increase in dues 
is needed.   
                      
FREA Emergency Assistance Plus 
Did you know as a member of FREA you have access to Emergency Assistance benefits while traveling away from 
home?  Anytime you have an accident or sudden illness while traveling away from home FREA Emergency 
Assistance Plus provides  a crucial safety net. It helps pay for emergency medical transportation expenses that 
your health or travel insurance will NOT cover.  EA+ steps in to provide Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, 
Travel Assistance, and Assistance for companions.  This is a great bargain at 55% off broad market prices.  You 
will actually save enough to more than pay for your FREA membership!   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Nominations

Here is the slate of nominees for officers of OCREA to serve for 2018-19:
President: Dr. Sharon Kochlany
Vice President: Dr. Gayle Hodges
Recording Secretary: Debra Dykes-Kornhaus
Corresponding Secretary: Margie Wells
Director: Susan Brown
Director: Fran Burns
Director: Ellen James
Additional nominations can be made from the floor with prior approval of the nominee. 
Election of officers will be held at the March general meeting, with installation of officers at 
the May Luncheon.  

Nominations for three vacant director positions for REFOC (Retired Educators Foundation 
of Orange County):

Mildred Dunlap
David Magee
Dr. Kim Stutsman

Volunteer Services
By Joanne Canarelli

Volunteer opportunities are all around us. 
Please look up your interest and the needs 
in the community to find a local need that 
you can fill. The locations are available in all 
the surrounding counties.
Begin today at www.Volunteermatch.org.

Please submit your generous volunteer 
hours at the next meeting or by email. We 
can reach our stated goal of over 10,000 
volunteer hours in 2017.   Our current total 
including October is 8,220 hours of our 
time.

Joanne Canarelli, Volunteer Services Chair
jbc610@embarqmail.com

Kay Wing, Volunteer Services Co-Chair

Ronald McDonald House needs the following:
paper products such as paper plates, paper 
towels, napkins, cups; plastic spoons, forks, 
knives; coffee; creamer; sugar and sugar 
substitutes; hotel size shampoo, soap, lotion; 
toothpaste and tooth brushes; zip lock bags. 
Please bring in your contribution each month.
Keep saving pop tabs for RMcD House. 

Book sale each month to benefit our 
Scholarship Fund. Books are $.50 each. Donate 
your used books for the sale.

http://www.Volunteermatch.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:jbc610@embarqmail.com
http://www.Volunteermatch.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:jbc610@embarqmail.com
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COMMUNITY  SERVICE  PROJECTS
By Carol Egolf

Pet Food Pantry @ Pet Alliance (formerly SPCA of Central Florida)
Pet Alliance sponsors a food pantry for Animeals on Wheels.  This program provides needed food for pets of 
senior citizens enrolled in Meals on Wheels.  OCREA members have adopted this project enthusiastically year 
after year.  
Bring cans or (small) bags of cat or dog food to the February 1st luncheon meeting.  We humans get to 
enjoy a potluck buffet, and many beloved pets will receive nutritious meals, too. 

FREF Scholarship Committee Report
By Gary Moser

The Florida Retired Educators Foundation awards scholarships to students who are planning on becoming 
teachers in the state of Florida. The scholarships are worth $4000 over four years--$1000 each year. Your 
FREF Scholarship Committee will be meeting in January to review the applications and to interview the 
students. One student will be chosen to represent Orange County at the state level.
These scholarships are funded in part by sales of tickets to the EXTRAVAGANZA, a drawing held at the 
annual convention of the Florida Retired Educators Association in May. Local units are assigned tickets to sell 
based on the number of members in the unit. Our unit has been assigned 50 tickets to sell this year. This will 
raise $500 toward the FREF Scholarships. The tickets are entered into a drawing at the convention. The 1st 
prize is $500, 2nd prize is $300, and 3rd prize is $200. In addition, there is a $100 cash prize awarded to a 
winner in each of the ten FREA Districts. You do not need to be present to win.
I will have the tickets for sale at each general meeting and board meeting starting in January. The cost for 
each ticket is $10 and is tax-deductible. I am hoping that we will be able to sell all 50 tickets again this year. 
The student chosen from Orange County also receives a scholarship from the OCREA. This scholarship is 
named for Ernest and Ruth Hawk who were members of OCREA who were instrumental in awarding 
scholarships on the local level. The scholarship is a one-time award of $2000 to the chosen Orange County 
Student. We fund this scholarship in part by our contributions at every meeting to the Little Red School House 
and our used book sales. So far this school year we have collected $430.50 in the Little Red School House 
and book sales.
If you are not able to make the January, February, or March meetings, you may contact me at 
ocrea.frefscholarship@gmail.com about buying tickets. You may also call and leave a message at (407) 
247-5775. 
Thank you for your continued support as we raise money for scholarships on the state and on the local levels.

Scholarships from the Foundation
By Ellen James

Scholarships are the life blood of our Foundation.  The Foundation sponsors scholarships in three tiers:  
Academic for graduating seniors, Educators for a classroom teacher working on a masters degree, and 
Technical for students completing a certificate in Orange Technical College.  
This past year we have awarded $28,000 in scholarships:  We awarded eight Academic Scholarships to 
graduating seniors of $2,000 each.  We awarded ten scholarships of $1000 each to students at Orange 
Technical College working on a certificate, and one to an educator for $2000 working on her masters degree.   
All scholarships are one time only.  The Academic Scholarship is awarded at the end of the school year, the 
Technical Scholarship is awarded in August, and the Educators Scholarship is awarded in February.  
This committee is composed of Barbara Burns, Marie Hernandez, Leanna Issacson, Gary Moser, Christie 
Woods, and Ellen James, Chair. 

mailto:ocrea.frefscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:ocrea.frefscholarship@gmail.com
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MESSAGE FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT AND PROGRAM CHAIR
Dr. Sharon Kochlany

I am writing this on December 19th and wanted to share something personal with you. My 
husband, Ami, and I feel so blessed. We welcomed into our lives a wonderful new 
granddaughter, Fallon Rose, yesterday. It was a very stressful day and we almost lost her 
several times, but being together as a family helped us get through it. She is beautiful and 
unlike the other two who were born bald, Fallon came out with a gorgeous head of dark hair. 
We were so stressed at the time, I can’t remember the exact time and weight, but she is a 
little bundle of joy – only 5 lbs. some ounces. The nurses and mid-wife told us that it was a 
true miracle that she survived and she is definitely our holiday miracle!

We have some great programs coming up and I hope to see my OCREA family at these 
events:

February 4th: Pot luck luncheon at 11:30. (Note the time difference) Meat, dessert, 
and beverages will be supplied. Please bring a side dish to share. 

March 1st:
Dr. Leslie Poole from Rollins College will be our guest speaker.  She will address, 
“Protecting Florida's Environment for Our Vitality”. She is a very engaging and 
knowledgeable speaker.  I know you will come away knowing so much more about 
preserving our environment for your own enjoyment and vitality.

Remember to look at our OCREA website at:
http://www.OCREA-Fl.org for further information on general meetings and fieldtrips, requests 
according to your last name alphabetically to bring in food for our social hour before the 
meeting, keeping in mind that we are trying to be more health conscious; and lists of items 
that are being requested to be brought in for the charities we work with.

Save the Date 
FREA Annual Convention 

May 23-25, 2018 
Altamonte Hilton, Altamonte Springs 

Celebrate FREA! 
(And All That We Are)

http://www.OCREA-Fl.org
http://www.OCREA-Fl.org
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News from CFE:  Central Florida Educators Federal Credit Union 

IMPROVE YOUR HOME WITH A HELOC  

A home equity line of credit (HELOC) with CFE is a smart way to finance the expenses 
associated with refurbishing your home. Some features include: 

• CFE will pay up to $1,000 in closing costs when you obtain a CFE HELOC* 
• HELOCs available for up to 80% of home’s appraised value (minus first mortgage 

balance) 
To apply for a HELOC with CFE, call our Contact Center at 407-896-9411 or 800-771-9411, 
outside Orlando, visit any CFE branch, or visit mycfe.com for more details. 

*The appraisal fee will be collected at the time of application. If the loan does not close, the 
borrower will be responsible for the cost of the appraisal. Borrower agrees to keep loan with 
CFE for 24 months or borrower will repay closing costs paid by CFE. 

REWARD YOURSELF WITH A CFE CREDIT CARD 

It’s time to reward yourself with a credit card that actually pays you back when you 
use it. Apply today to begin enjoying Premier credit card privileges and special 
introductory offers. You can even transfer your balance to the Premier credit card. 

2 Special Introductory Offers: 
• Premier Cash Offer - Make $500 or more in purchases during the first three months from 

account opening to receive a $100 cash rebate. 
• Premier Rewards Offer - Make $1,000 or more in purchases during the first three months 

from account opening to receive 10,000 bonus points. 

Earn the following with the Premier Cash credit card: 
• 3% on gas 
• 2% on groceries 
• 1% on everything else 

Earn the following with the Premier Rewards credit card: 
• 5 points on special categories 
• 3 points on gas & groceries 
• 2 points on travel 
• 1 point on everything else 

Standard benefits for both cards include: 
• Free Fraud Monitoring 
• Signature Concierge and Perks 
• Cell Phone Protection 
• Travel/Emergency/Assistance 
• Cardholder Inquiry Service 
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• Roadside Dispatch Assistance 
• Auto Rental Collision Damage 
• Improved Redemption Options 

Apply for a CFE Visa Premier credit card today. 

1Minimum credit line of $5,000 required to receive a CFE Premier credit card. 2Balances cannot be 
transferred from any other CFE loan. 

CFE HOSTS ITS SPRING SHRED-A-THON 

If you have documents that need to be shredded or electronics that needed to be recycled, 
visit our Operations Center (1000 Primera Blvd., Lake Mary, FL 32746). 

• Document shredding containers should not weigh more than 35 lbs. or contain or 
foreign objects

• CFE is unable to accept CRT monitors tube-style television
• All hard drives in equipment will either be erased or shredded by Orlando Recycles, 

Inc.

Visit mycfe.com/shred for date. 

ENHANCEMENTS COMING TO THE CURRENTS NEWSLETTER

CFE is continually reviewing our products and services to be sure we’re offering members 
our best. In 2018, you’ll notice some changes to Currents. Some of those changes will 
include:

• More in-depth articles featuring ways to help you save and grow your financial assets
• Spotlights on new products and services
• Digital format (no longer being printed)
• Email delivery 
• Quarterly publication (only four times a year, in January, April, July, and October)

We’ll still keep you up-to-date on upcoming events and news items by using our various 
media channels, including mycfe.com, social media, postal mailings, and many others.

CFE Holiday Closing Dates:
Monday, February 19 – Washington’s Birthday (Presidents’ Day)

Note the time change for February 1st  meeting only

OCREA General Meeting Pot Luck Luncheon February 1st 11:30 AM

Please bring a dish to share and a pet food donation. 
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Educators Association

7015 Red Bug Lake Rd., #100
Oviedo. FL 32765

Editors
Yearbook - Lillian Vincent

Newsletter - Kim Stutsman
Sunshine Contact

Margie Wells

2016-18 Officers 

President 

Dr. Kim Stutsman 

Vice-President 

Dr. Sharon Kochlany 

Recording Secretary 

Dr. Gayle Hodges 

Corresponding Secretary 

Margie Wells 

Treasurer 

Robert Ford

Directors 

2016-2018 

Gwyn Mercer 

Madelyn Gaston 

Susan Brown 

2017-2019 

John Gardepe 

Christie Woods 

ExOfficio 

Dr. Ann Winn 

Sue Orth

In the event of inclement weather, OCREA will follow Orange County Public School 
System's decision relating to the closing of schools. If weather conditions have you 
questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your local news to hear the 
decision of OCPS.
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