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OCREA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

First Thursday of each month Sept.—May (except January)

College Park United Methodist Church
644 W. Princeton St., Orlando

Located on the corner of Princeton and Edgewater Dr. Entrance is across from Publix on 
Harvard at the back of the church. If the parking lot is full, parking is available along 

Harvard.

OCREA Website: www.ocrea-fl.org

Thursday, May 2, 2019
11:30 AM

Spring Luncheon
Installation of OCREA and REFOC Directors

Volunteer of the Year Award
Scholarship Recipients

Necrology Service

Cost of luncheon is $12. Make your check payable to OCREA. You can pay at the April 
Meeting or mail your payment to: OCREA P.O. Box 678236, Orlando, FL 32867

At each meeting we will collect items to benefit The Russell Home and The Ronald 
McDonald House. Thank you for your generosity! 

Thursday, April 4, 2019
10:30 AM

Program: Florida’s Three Marjories—Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas, and Marjorie Harris Carr

Presented by Anne Gardepe

Refreshments: General Membership R—Z

Note the time 
change

http://www.ocrea-fl.org
http://www.ocrea-fl.org
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Message from the President 
It is unfathomable that my first year as president is almost over.  We only have the April, and the May 
Spring Luncheon meetings to go.  How did that happen? Well, it could not have happened without the 
wonderful OCREA board that we have.  Each and every board member has gone over and above to ensure 
that our meetings and field trips are engaging and memorable.  They work tirelessly and cooperatively so 
that every member benefits from belonging to OCREA. Many of us are new to the process of running 
such a large organization and we are so grateful that we can rely on the advice of those veteran members 
who are experienced and so willing to assist those of us with less experience.  I am so thankful that I have 
many wonderful people to work with and I try to never take them for granted. At the next field trip or 
meeting, please express your gratitude also to them.  I am sure that they would appreciate knowing that 
you are reaping benefits from their efforts.  

I would also like to thank all of our members for attending meetings and field trips.  Without you, there 
would be no OCREA.  Many of you help with the clean up after a meeting, assist during the meetings in 
various capacities, and volunteer in the community.  Your cooperation and willingness to help us and give 
back to the community has not gone unnoticed.  

The year is NOT over, however, and there are field trips, programs, and other events still to look forward 
to.  The best way to keep informed is to look at the website, read the newsletters, and read our emails that 
we send out.  Please keep in mind that the FREA Convention will be held May 14 – 16 in Daytona. We 
would love to have a large number of OCREA members there to represent us.     

See you very                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
soon, 
Sharon Kochlany 

Message from our Vice President and Program Chair 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of this program year for Orange County Retired Educators 
Association.  The theme, OCREA:  Making A Difference, has been used to choose our speakers for the 
year and our speaker for April is no exception.  One of our own members, Anne Gardepe, has taught a 
course at Rollins College entitled, “Florida’s Three Marjories.”  She speaks on the lives and works of 
authors Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, who wrote The Yearling, and Marjory Stoneman Douglas, author of 
The Everglades:  River of Grass, and activist Marjorie Harris Carr.  I know that you will find the 
program interesting. 
Our last month in the program series will be our annual luncheon.  The cost of the luncheon is $12.  
During the luncheon the Board will honor some members with certificates. There will also be an 
installation of newly elected members to OCREA and REFOC Boards. 
Please plan to come and share these last two programs with your fellow members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gayle Hodges, Vice President and Program Chair 

In Remembrance 

We are saddened to let you know that our dear friend and long time member Minerva Peterson Green passed on 
recently. She was OCREA’s Volunteer of the Year for 2017. She will be greatly missed.  
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Volunteer Services: Joanne Canarelli

Great Volunteer News Alerts!  
Announcing Our wonderful, generous  
Volunteer Of The Year for 2018 is Kim Stutsman! 

Our OCREA in District #8 has reached a magnificent 
number of volunteer hours for 2018.  Hold on for the 
drum roll please!  14,228 

Please remember to tally all your summer time 
volunteer hours for the September 2019 meeting.    
You may reach me by email, text, phone ☎  call. 

Our motto is ASK - Any Simple Kindness is what 
helps us all. 
Please keep track of your volunteer hours and turn 
them in each month. Our unit submits our total 
volunteer hours at the end of each calendar year to 
FREA. jbc610@outlook.com. 

Please bring donations of home and office supplies, 
paper products, cleaning supplies and food items to 
our meetings for The Russell Home. A list of items 
can be found on our website: www.ocrea-fl.org. 
We also collect items for Ronald McDonald House. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

Happy Trails this summer, 
Joanne Canarelli 
jbc610@outlook.com 

FREF Scholarship: Janice Quint

OCREA has forwarded two candidates to the 
Florida Retired Educators Foundation for 
consideration for scholarships this year.  
Both candidates, Ludwine Jean and Gloria 
Favard, are very strong in their conviction to 
become teachers.  Ludwine Jean will receive the 
Ernest and Ruth Hawk Scholarship from OCREA 
which is worth $2,000. We fund this scholarship 
from a small fund which we established years ago 
as well as from the money we raise from the 
Little Red Schoolhouse. We are hoping to be able 
to introduce you to Ludwine at our luncheon in 
May.   

I hope you will join me in wishing both 
candidates good luck. 

Extravaganza Tickets 
Extravaganza Tickets are now on sale through the 
beginning of May.  For $10.00 you have a chance 
to win $500.00 in cash.  See Janice Quint at any 
of our meetings to purchase a ticket.  You may 
also contact her at jlquint75@gmail.com. 

Janice Quint 
 FREF Scholarship Chair 
Jlquint75@gmail.com 

Information Services: Debra Dykes Kornhaus
Greetings! Have you taken advantage of your FREA membership benefits? Do you like to shop online? FREA offers 
members an opportunity to receive benefits for online shopping purchases.  
Earn up to 40% cash back as you shop online from your favorite retailers, and generate matching donations that support 
FREA! The online shopping money is sent directly to you, and there is no cost for FREA members to register. For more 
information about the FREA Online Retail Program, or to access the registration website, please visit:  
www.frea.retailbenefits.com  
Are you making plans to travel during the spring and summer months? Keep your 
travel memories from becoming travel mishaps by contacting FREA Emergency Assistance Plus.  
Emergency Assistance Plus(EA+)is not trip insurance; it offers protection for a full year on any  
trip FREA members take from their homes. EA+ annual rates offer discounts to FREA members; family members may 
be included in the discounted rates also.  
For more details, contact Emergency Assistance Plus(EA+).  
Access the website:  
www.EmergencyAssistancePlus.com/frea or you may call:  
1-877-475-5480  
 
Enjoy safe and healthy travels, and find more discounts, savings, and membership benefits by 
visiting: www.FREA.org  

For more information, questions, or concerns, please contact: Debra Dykes Kornhaus,  
OCREA Information Services Chairperson Unionlady4ever@gmail.com 

http://www.frea.retailbenefits.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.EmergencyAssistance%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://plus.com/frea%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
callto:1-877-475-5480
http://www.frea.retailbenefits.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.EmergencyAssistance%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://plus.com/frea%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
callto:1-877-475-5480
http://www.ocrea-fl.org
http://www.ocrea-fl.org
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Educator’s Scholarship Winner 
The REFOC Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the recipient of the $2000 Educator’s 
Scholarship, Ms. Melissa Miskovsky. Melissa is a Science Instructional Coach at Eccleston Elementary School. 
She received her BA from Stetson and is presently pursuing her Masters from UCF with a degree in Applied 
Learning & Instruction.  Melissa is expecting to graduate in the Fall of 2020.  She has taught in OCPS for 13 
years.  Congratulations to Melissa! 

Academic Scholarship 
The Academic Scholarship is now online for our high school seniors going to college.  Please let any high school 
senior you know about this generous $2000 scholarship.  The student must attend an OCPS public school, have 
an SAT score of 1100 or ACT score of 22, and an unweighted GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.  All other requirements, 
including the application and information sheets, are on our ocrea-fl.org website under the Scholarship tab. The 
scholarship must be postmarked by March 28, 2019. 
REFOC Scholarship Chairman: Christie Woods, cgwoodsteach@gmail.com  
 

Correct Information Needed 

This is the final call to make corrections to your information for next year’s Yearbook. Email your 
corrected information to: 
OCREA2018@gmail.com. Remember that we will be going digital so it is important that we have 
your correct email address so that you can continue to receive information from OCREA.

Cultural Affairs: Anne Gardepe 

April 17  Tour Russell Home  10:30 am   

  510 W. Holden Ave. Orlando, Fl. 32839 
  Lunch at The Waterfront 
  4201 S. Orange Ave. 

May 20  Volunteer at UP Orlando 8:30 AM-noon 
  150 W. Michigan St.  
  12 Volunteers are promised…Please help!   

  Lunch at Peach Valley Café 

The Bylaws Committee submitted an addition to the Bylaws under Article XI as follows: 
5.02 Electronic Participation 
Any action required or permitted at a meeting of the Board of Directors may be taken by means of electronic 
communication.  Participation in a meeting by this means shall constitute presence in person at a meeting.  Any action 
taken by the officers during the meeting under this section shall be duly recorded among the minutes of the proceeding of 
such meeting. The minutes of such meeting shall be distributed to the officers of the association within 10 days of such 
meeting.   
It was moved and seconded to accept this change and the motion carried on January 14, 2019.  
Respectively submitted,  
Ellen James and Prince Kelley, Co-Chairs Bylaws Committee 

mailto:OCREA2018@gmail.com
mailto:OCREA2018@gmail.com
http://ocrea-fl.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:cgwoodsteach@gmail.com
http://ocrea-fl.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:cgwoodsteach@gmail.com
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Membership: Cathy Thompson  
                                                     
                                                     IT’S TIME TO RENEW 
 
It’s time to renew your OCREA/FREA membership for 2019-2020. There is a copy of the application included in 
this newsletter.  Please cut it out and mail it in the enclosed envelope ASAP. The cost of membership is just $50 for 
both FREA  and OCREA.  
Membership forms are also available at monthly meetings.  
Did you know that WITH 4 YOU GET MORE? ... an award will be presented to an individual member who 
personally recruits 4 or more NEW members. Due APRIL 1.  
Tell your friends and former colleagues all the things you love about OCREA and why they will too!  Remember our 
slogan. “EACH ONE REACH ONE” 

Thank you to CFE Federal Credit Union for their generosity in printing our newsletter each month! 
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questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your local news to hear the 
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